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Car shown above is number 989, the first rebuilt one-man 
car on the Market Street system, as it looked on the South 
San Francisco branch. The branch is now abandoned, and 

one-man cars are now on their way out. 








PAGE TWO THE WESTERN RAILROADER 








Editorial 


e 


Since many persons have asked in the past about the 
qualifications for membership in the Northern California Rail- 
_read Club,.and the relationship between this publication and 


the club we wish to take this opportunity to make the follow- 
ing statements: 


Associate membership in the Northern California Rail- 
road Club is open to anyone who feels that he is genuinely 
interested in some phase of the railroad field (models, his- 
tory, pictures, railroadiana, or ust plain interest). Upon ap- 
plication to the membership chairman (Mr. Warren E. Miller, 
1776 Greenwich Street, San Francisco, California) one’s mem- 
bership will be presented to the club for approval. An initia- 
tion of 25 cents and a half years dues (25c) are required as 
deposit in advance. Thereafter dues of 25 cents per six months 
will apply. Associate membership entitles one to the WEST- 
ERN RAILROADER free of charge and all the priviledges of 
membership except voting and holding office. 


Active membership is open to all associate members of 
at least six months standing who have attended four meetings 
of the club. Dues are 10c per month which entitles one to 
the Western Railroader and Wheel Clicks free of charge and 
all the priviledges of membership without exception. 


~ 


Officers of the Northern California Railroad Club: 


Walt Sievers, President; Francis Guido, Vice President; 
Warren K. Miller, Senretary-Treasuer; Warren E. Miller, Mem- 
beship Chairman. 


THE WESTERN RAILROADER is a railfan publioation 
put out for the membership of the Northern California Rail- 
road Club by an independent commission composed of Jack 
Gibson (Chairman), John Carrick, Francis Guido, William 
Darrough, Eric Haldkiar, and Warren E. Miller. It is sold 
to outsiders at the rate of 5 cents per copy, 40 cenes per 
year and accepts advertising. It is organized on a non-profit 
basis, and all money received from the elub, subsribers, and 
advertising is used to better the publication. 


STAFF OF THE WESTERN RAILROADER 


Francis Guido, Editor; William Darrough, Associaee Ed- 
itor; Eric Haldkiar, Associate Edtor; Jack Gibson, publisher; 
John Carrick, publisher;; Warren E. Miller Dispatcher. 


Editoial Office: 502 N. Claremont Street, San Mateo, Calif. 
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An Engine Tells Its 
Story 


By W. E. Butler 


Many times during the last 15 


years, while riding over the coast 
line of the Southern Pacific, as 
we passed McKay station, I no- 
ticed a train standing on a piece 
of track on the right hand side 
as you go north, and I could 
see rails extending up into what 
appeared to be a canyon. The 
train was a mixed one, consis- 
ting of a few box cars, some 
coal cars and a_ combination 
baggage, mail and passenger 
coach at the rear. 

Passing it many tmes, I no- 


ticed that it was always in the 


same position, apparently not 
having moved during the time 
that had elapsed between pass- 
ings. And I began to wonder 
“why?” Where did the road go 
to and why was it built? Curi- 
osity got the better of me, so I 
dropped off at McKay station 
and ‘went over and looked the 
‘outfit over. WHile I was there 
the engine seemed to talk to 
me, and told me the story of 
the road, as well as its pers«nal 
tale of woe. I give it to you 
as it was told to me. 

I had finished my inspection 
of the outside of the engine and 
climbed into the cab, when the 





* Used with permission of copy- 
right owner, W. E. Butler, from 
the book, “An Engineers Vision 
of the Promised Land”. 





cngine said: 

“Morning, stranger! Where are 
you from and what calls yon 
here? 

“So you’re an ex-tallow-pot 
and hogger. I begin to feel ac- 
quainted with you already. But 
when I saw you taking so many 
notes, I took you for a reporter. 


There was one. of those fellows 


duwn here a few years ago and 
he wrote an article about me 
and the train. He nained us the 
‘Ghost Train’, and the name has 
stuck. 

“But you want my story. 

“McKay is just a siding where 
trains can meet and pass. It is 
in the northernmost part of San 
Luis Obispo county. These rails 
were laid in 1906 and they fol- 
low in a northerly direction al- 
ong Indian Valley Creek, in Mon- 
terey County, to Stone Canyon 
which is the northern terminus. 
That is in the Coast Range of 
mountains and on the. dividing 
line between Monterey and Fres- 
no Counties. It is about 30 miles 
from here. When first organized 
it was called the Stone Canyon 
& Pacific. Then it was changed 
to the Coalfields Railway and 
then to Stone Canyon Railroad. 

“The road was built to bring 
down from the mines the coal 
that had been discovered there. 
Billy, many is the car of coal I 
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have hauled and turned over to 
the SP. We were a good ‘feeder’ 
for that line. We had our ups 
and downs, but on the whole, 
matters ran along about as well 
as they do on the average road. 

“This continued until, if I re- 
member rightly, it was Thanks- 
giving day, 1922. That morning 
we were all made up and ready 
to go. But I was cold, for the 
night watchman had cleaned my 
fire the night before and did not 
build it up again. The engineer 
who had been running me came 
around and took what he had 
in the seat-box, put them in a 
little grip, and I watched him 
go and flag a train on the SP. 
I did not know what had hap- 
pened; but in a few days the of- 
ficials of the road came around. 
I was never able to learn from 
their conversation, however, 
whether the mine had played out 
of if the price of coal had drop- 
ped so low that it could not be 
profitably mined. At any rate, 
the mine was closed. 

“How many years I stood at- 
tached to the train, I do not 
know. Then one day I had a 
surprise, for a company of men 
showed up and they had tools 
with them and began an inspec- 
tion of everything about the 
place. I came in for a good share 
of their attention, and one fel¥ 
low who they addressed as su- 
perintendent asked if I could be 
got ready and go up the line 
the next day. Billy, I wish you 
could have seen the expression 
on the face of the man who had 
charge of the engine. The idea 
that an engine that had stood 
still for a number of years, could 





be fired up and moved right off! 
And in a languarge more forcible 
than polite, he informed the oth- 
er fellow ‘why’ it could not be 
done. eH began at once to give 
orders and he worked himself. 

“Well, sir, things just fairly 
hummed around there for a few 
days. Those fellows were good 
workers. And I shall never for- 
get my sensation after the boil- 
ermaker had reported that my 
boiler was ready to be filled. 
How good it seemed to feel the 
water fill the leg of the boiler 
then creep slowly upward over 
my flues and on until there was 
about two inches over the crown 
sheet! Then he had them let it 
all out and it was filled again. 

“T was so pleased at what was 
going on I took no notice of the 
time. But at last one night, just 
as the men quit work, I heard 
the boss tell the superintendent 
that in the morning he would 
have me fired up. Aside from mo- 
ving me over to the coal shute 
so my tank could be filled, how- 
ever, he did not say I would go 
up the road. 

“Bright and early the next 
morning the lad who was to be 
fire-man, came and started a fire, 
and I began to come to life. How 
eagerly I watched the pointer on 
the steam gauge creep around 
toward the 180 lb. mark! 

“As soon as I had been coaled 
up, I was attached to the train 
and we started off. I was ‘rar- 
ing to go’. But that fellow held 
me down to about 10 miles an 
hour for the first few miles, 
and not over 15 miles up to the 
end of the line. I was in hopes 
he would ‘pull me out’, but there 
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was nothing doing on that line. “Well, we worked together and 

“The next day I went to work} did our daily stunt for many 
in earnest; hauled the supplies |months. But finally I began to 
and empty cars up to the mine|notice that we were not haul- 
and the loads down. How good | ing as much coal as we had been, 
it did seem to be at work! And|and-some days* only one of us 
one night as I came in, I was| would go to the mines. At night 
surprised to see another engine |my companion and I would talk 
standing on one of the tracks. about it and wonder if there 

“As soon as I had been coaled | was to be a shut-down. And sure 
and made ready for work. next|enough it came; for one night 


day, the hostler placed me on a!the hostler knocked the fire out 
track alongside of the stranger, 


and we soon became acquainted. 
We did not have much time dur- 
ing the day to talk, but at night 
we would hold many a confab,| down to the S. P 





of both of us and placed us where 
| you see us now”. 


Just then I looked at my watch 
and saw that I must be moving 


. tracks if I 
and it seemed good to have a| wanted to flag the train for San 
companion. She was a McQueen | Francisco. As I took my leave, 
built in 1888 for the SP Company | the engine said: “Well, Good-bye, 
and was sold to this corporation. | old-timer, I am glad you stop- 


She used to run on the Boulder | ped. But say, before you leave I 
Creek branch, and says that a| want to say a word for that fel- 
fellow by the name of Bill Kim- |low that was my boss. When it 
bler ran her for a long time and | came to fitting up an engine that 
was mighty good to her. She is | had stood still as long as I had, 
always singing his praises. She | and understanding how to handle 


has 57 inch drivers, cylinders one, he sure knew his onions.” 
18x24 and about 70,000 pounds 


OS, A he Cteens. Stone Canyon Railroad num- 
“As for myself, I am also a, 
: |ber 102 was later renumbered 
McQueen and was built at Schen- | : ; 
r ., | to 2288. The entire line was a- 
ectady works in 1890. My. buil- J 
‘ bandoned for good in 1932, the 
der’s number is 3059, but my 3 
: .., |2179 was scrapped in Los An- 
road number here is 102. You will ce Rie 
RES ESA EN TE geles by the Southern Pacific in 
eae ries engine. "| 1934, and the 2288 (102 in the 
have 51 inch drivers, cylinders d : 
20x26 and about 85,000 pounds story) was scrapped by the Cali- 
on my drivers. I am a 2-8-0 while fornia Waste Materials Associ- 
my companion is a 4-6-0. ation in 1935.—Doug Richter. 
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NEW CALIFORNIA ROAD 





Am enclosing a photo of the motive power, equipment 
and tracks of the Grizzly Flats RR: in San Gabriel. The engine 
as you will see is Nevada Central No. 2, while the coach is 
SP Narrow Gauge No. 5, formerly Carson & Colorado No. 5. 
The project is on the property of the R&LHS, namely Messers 
Jackson, Fleming and myself, have bought the engine, paid 
for hauling it down here, and in our spare time we expect 
to restore it to ts original condition. The coach belongs to 
Mr. Kimball, and in it we expect to hold our infrequent meet- 
ings. Had a track laying wienie roast a couple of weeks ago 
at night, and the track you see in the foreground is the 
result. When completed the road will be about a thousand feet, 
and as the engine is in serviceable condition we expect to 
play railroad occasionally. With the NC_5 and 6 appearing 
at the Fair, this means that all the NC engines that have 
bee nused in the past few years are being preserved for 

posterity.—G. M. st. 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 
AT EXPOSITION 


Both the Railway and Loco- 
motive Historical Society and the 
Caliornia Nevada Railroad His- 
torical Society have opened ex- 
hbits at the Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition. Both erhibits 
feature pictures and relics of old 
time railroading. 


LOST 


. Hobart Southern No. 4, report- 
edly heading for service on the 
Key System. 


FOUND 


Two four-wheel freight motors, 
electric, third rail, Westinghouse 
controls, Formerly Bay Develop- 
ment Company now Pacific Coast 
Aggregate, near San Jose. Who 
can supply additional informa- 
tion. 


MARKET STREET FIXES 
CAR FOR FAIR 

The Market Street Railway has 
just finished repainted one of its 
double unit cable cars for use in 
the Cavalcade of the Golden 
West at the Exposition. The car, 
formerly used on the Pacific Av- 
enue cable line, now abandoned, 
has been presented to th Railway 
and Locomotive Historical So- 
ciety who are cooperating with 
the Exposition officials in the 
Cavalcade. 











OVER THE EDITOR’S 
TRAINSHEET 


Don’t look too hard for a story 
on the Tidewater Southern this 
month because we haven’t prin- 
ted it. In response to a request 
that we hold it up until the prop- 
osed trip over the line this year 
we have decided to withhold it 
until laeer. 

Wanted: “It would be of inter- 
est to me to have a tabulated 
list of the smaller railroads in 
California—logging roads, indus- 
trials, and common carriers, to 
show the name of the firm oper- 
ating the road, principal place 
of business, initials on equip- 
ment, mileage, terminals, oper- 
ating or abandoned, and niscel- 
laneous notes”.—Henry W. Turk. 
Well, Mr. Turk, that is a plenty 
big order, so we are passing ‘it 
on to our readers. If anyone wish- 





es he may take any county in 
on State, write up the past and 


| present rail lines as requested, 


and we will print it. Prizes will 

be given for the best lists, grad- 
ed on quality, quantity, accuracy, 
and extent of completeness. 
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INDIAN VALLEY 
TO BE SOLD 


The California Engels Mining 
Company, major stockholder of 
the Indian Valley Railroad, has 
announced that as soon as mach- 
inery and equipment from Engel- 
mine (North terminal of the In- 
dian Valley) is removed to its 
Groom mine in Arizona, they will 
sell the Indian Valley Railroad 
and the returns will be distribut- 
ed to the stockholders. (Indica- 
tions are that sale will be made 
to the junk man as the line al- 
ready has permission to aban- 
don).—Ed.) 


MARIN COUNTY OPPOSES 
CHANGE TO BUSSES 


Opposition to the 
abandonment of the 


ectric train service at 

the present’ time 
was made clear in a _ contract 
recently signed between the Mar- 
in County Board of Supervisors 
and Lester S. Brady, engineer 
formerly with the State Railroad 
Commission. The contract prov- 
ides that the engineer shall at- 
tend hearings before the: Rail- 
road Commission and oppose the 
pending applications. In addition 
the engineer is to make a study 
and report on nine phases of 
the questions including: Contin- 
uation of present NWP service 
at increased rates—Combination 
rail and ferry service plus mo- 
tor coach service—Continued ser- 
vice via NWP during peak hours 





with motor coaches during oth- 
er hours—Feasibility of rail ser- 
vice via the Golden Gate Bridge 
and—Extent of loss to the coun- 
ty in taxes and employment if 
the NWP abandons suburban ser- 
vice. 

Hearings resume on February 
21st on the NWP, Bluepooch and 
Bridge Bus applications. 


MARKET STREET 
RY. CHANGES 


The number 28 line, 

liwhich was changed 

jyito go to the East Bay 

>) Terminal instead of 

the Ferry Building on 

NN January 15, was again 

reroueed on February 18 to run 

from the SP depot to the Ferry 

Building to handle the Exposi- 
tion crowds. 

For the same reason the num- 
ber 8 line which has been run- 
ning to the Ferry Building only 
during the rush hours, was made 
a regular line from Castro to 
the Ferries on the 18th. 


Application of the Market St. 
Railway to partially substitute 
street car service on the 19 line 
with busses during the off hours 
was approved by the board of 
supervisors on the 23th. At the 
same time a motion was passed 
requesting the Market Street Rail- 
way to abandon service on their 
35 line (Howard Street) upon 30 
days notice. 

The 28th and Mission barn of 
the Market Street Railway was 
abandoned in the latter part of 
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January, and all cars formerly 
running out of this barn were 
transferred to Geneva barn. It 
is reported that the property was 
sold to a well-known chain of 
department stores. 


MUNI CHANGES 


To handle _ the 
crowds to the Expo- 
sition all the cars 
eq d,/ on Market Street of 

TIW?’ the Municipal Rail- 
way except the D line were 
routed to the Ferry Building on 
the 18 and 19 of this month. In 
addition a new line running from 
Scott and Chestnut via Van Ness, 
North Point, Columbus, Jackson 
to the Ferries was started on the 
18th to provide a short line for 
Marina district residents. This 
line was used in 1915 to provide 
a short line from the Ferries to 
the Panama Pacific Exposition 
and this ‘was the first time it 
has run since that tme. 


AICI 
KY 


8. F. ONE MAN CARS OUT 


Operation of one-man street 
cars became officially illegal in 
San Francisco on February 7th 
when upon motion of Deputy City 
Attorney Henry Heidelberg, Un- 
ited States District Judge Harold 
Louderback disolved the injunc- 
tion against enforcement of the 
tity ordinance banning one-man 
cars. His action followed receipt 
of a United States Supreme 
Court order denying the Market 
Street Railway a rehearing of its 





decision upholding the ordinance. 


A shortage of experienced mo- 
tormen and conductors, howev- 
er, necessitated a delay in res- 
toration of two-man car service 
as an estimated 175 platform men 
had to be trained to meet per- 
sonnel requirements. 


The company started compli- 
ance with the ordinance on the 
12th when ehe cars running on 
Third Street, (numbers 15, 16, 
28, 29, 41, and 42) were restored 
to two man operation. On the 
19th the company restored two- 
man operation to the 22 and 24 
lines running out of the Fillmore 
barn. The other one-man lines, 
numbers 19, 20, 27, 30, 35, and 36 
are scheduled to be running two- 
man service by February 26th. 


LARY ASKS 0. K. 
OF ONE-MAN CARS 


In an application to the State 
Railroad Commission the Los An- 
geles Railway asked on January 
27th that the Commissun a}:prove 
of ts present one-man car sys- 
tem and the one-man cars run- 
rng thereon and to mescribe 
terms and conditions for future 
extension of one-man ars on its 
system. 

In its application ti» comp iny 
stated that it is runnirz 95 one- 
man PCC cars and 398 re .cnstruc- 
ted one-man cars on lin 3 D, F. 
N.0O,P,R,S, W, 2,3,7,8, and 10 
on. ‘week days and some of the 
same cars on lines A, F,H,L, and 
9 cn Sundays and holilays only. © 
The company also stated that 
they had 17 birney cars running 
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on its seven shuttle lines. 

The company pointed out that 
a city ordinance requires approv- 
al of the Board of Public Util- 
ities & Transportation for the use 
of one-man cars and that ceriain 
safety devices are required by 
the same ordinance. 

The application is alleged to 
have arisen from the fact that 
agreements with the city of Los 
Angeles regarding one-man cars 
were reached without getting the 
approval of the commission and 
that the company wished the 
question settled before committ- 
ing itself to any further program 
of modernization. 


SANTA FE EXHIBIT 
TO FEATURE MODELS 


The Santa Fe Rail- 

road exhibit at the 

Golden Gate Interna- 

tional Exposition is 

featuring an even 

bigger and more elaborate model 

railroad system than their show 

at the San Diego Exposition a 

few years ago. Containing all 

the features that were of such 

wide spread interest in 1935, the 

model railroad system containes 

additional features including mo- 

dels of all the new Santa Fe 
streamlIners. 


W. E. BUTLER’S BOOK SOON 
TO BE RELEASED 


Mr. W. E. Butler, noted author 
of ralroad yarns, has announced 
that by the time we go to press 
he will have had the first copies 








'of his new book off the press. 


Published by Fortuny’s, Pupb- 
lishers, of New York City the 
book will sell for $1.50 per copy. 
It will contain a collection of Mr. 
Butler’s yarns in addition to his 
ever famous “An Engireer’s Vis- 
ion of the Promised Land”. 

Pungent with the lingo of the 
railroad yards, racy with the 
humor of the true folk ballad, 
tuned to merrily clicking wheels 
and leaping connecting rods, W. 
E. Butler’s “An Engineer’s Vision 
of the Promised Land” evokes 
‘with gusto and nostalgic fond- 
ness the heyday of the iron horse. 

For forty adventurous years, 
crowded with danger and hero- 
ism, picturesque with the mush- 
room growth of a new industry 
in a new country, their life was 
his. For nigh thirty years of 
these, Billy Butler’s “Vision” has 
been a classic among trainmen. 

Now, with a collection of an- 
ecdotes to tickle the hearts of 
old-timers and streamliners alike, 
“The Engineer’s Vision of the 
Promised Land” is made available 
to a wider public in a book both 
salty and mellow, which you will 
enthusiastically rate the most de- 
lightful “find” in all railroading 
literature. 


RILEY’S ENGINES READY 
FOR FAIR 


The Southern Pacific has just 
finished repainteing the R&LHS’s 
ex Nevada Central, narrow gauge 
engines at West Oakland for use 
in the Cavalcade of the Golden 
West at the Golden Gate Inter- | 
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national Exposition. The re-en- 
actment of the driving of the 
golden spike at Promentary Point. 
One of the engines is painted up 
as the “Jupiter”, and the narrow 
gauge cars have been labled Cen- 
tral Pacific Railroad and Union 
Pacific Railroad. 


FRESNO ABANDONMENT 
CERTAIN 


On February 14, the State Rail- 
road Commission approved the 
application of the Fresno Trac- 
tion to abandon their street rail- 
road and substitute busses. The 
company has already asked for 
bids on busses, but delivery 
(hense abandonment of the street 
cars) is not expected for sev- 
eral months. 


LUMBER ROAD 
EXTENSION 


The Edward Hines Lumber Co. 
of Hines, Oregon, has started con- 
struction of a six mile railroad 
extension. The new line will op- 
en up the Camp Creek area where 
there is an estimated two years 
supply of logs. 


STERLING CITY SERVICE 
ABANDONMENT 


On February 15th the Cali- 
.fornia Railroad Commission set 
March 21 as the date for hear- 
ings on the application of the 
Southern Pacific for permission 
to discontinue operation of its 
mixed train between Chico and 
Sterling City, California. The 





main business of the branch is 
handling logs for the Diamond 
Match Company whose logging 
line runs out of Sterling City in- 
to the woods. 


NEW LOCOMOTIVES 


According to 
‘Railway Age” the 
Southern Pacific is 
inquiring for forty 
locomotives includ- 
ing twenty - eight 
4-8-2’s and twelve 2-8-84’s. 


ISTE 


SD&AE ABANDONMENT 


The San Diego & Arizona Eas- 
tern has applied to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission for per- 
mission to abandon part of its 
Lakeside branch extending from 
a point near Santee, Calfornia, 
to Lakeside, a distance of ‘2.78 
miles. 


| PLACERVILLE SERVICE 


ABANDONED 


Effective January 29th the Sou- 
thern Pacific discontinued their 
two gas-electric runs on ‘the 
Placerville branch, Sacramento 
to Placerville. These two runs 
were the last regular passenger 
trains running on the first rail- 
road in the west. The discon- 
tinuance of these trains mean an 
end to the railway post office 
service which started in 1880. 
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“SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
ROUNDHOUSE” 





The Southern Pacific Railroad 
has the largest railroad exhibit 
at the San Francisco Exposition. 
It is known as the “Southern Pa- 
cife Roundhouse” and occupies 
5,142 square feet. Its features in- 
clude a model railroad running 
through four pictorial sets de- 
picting the four types of territ- 
ories served by the company’s 
four routes. 

Models include miniatures of 
the S. P.’s “Daylight” and a train 
headed by the C. P. Huntington. 
Eleven Locomotives and various 
types of freight and passenger e- 
quipment are used to make up 
the nine trains to be used. 

Other outstanding items in- 
clude an animated full-size re- 
production of the driving wheels, 
connecting rods and valve gear 
of one of the GS-3 locomotives. 
There is also a map showing the 
location of every freight and pas- 
senger train at 10 o’clock on an 
average night. 

The company’s overnight 
freight service is featured in a 
special display and a talking pic- 
ture presentation shows the op- 
erations of the perishable freight 
service. 





KEY SYSTEM ENGINE 
BEING REBUILT 





Engine No. 4 of the Oakland 
Terminal Railway, freight line 
subsiduary of the Key System is 
now being rebuilt at the Key Sys- 
tem-East Bay Transit shops in 
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Emeryville, Calif. While the en- 
gine is in the shops the switching 
operations are beng carried on 
by the company’s electric engine 
1002 and a leased 0-6-0 from the 
Southern Pacific. 





SOCIETIES MEET IN CARS 





Reports reaching us_ indicate 
ehat the Northern California 
Railroad Club isn’t the only Bay 
Area railfan organization to meet 
in a railroad car. The Railway 
and Locomotive Historical Soci- 
ety’s Pacific Coast chapter rec- 





ently met in a coach at the S. P. 
Depot, San Francisco; and the 
Golden Gate Transportation His- 
torical Society is reported to 
have obtained a Deep Creek com- 
bination car from the Western 
Pacific for use as a meeting place 
in Oakland. 

The Northern California Rail- 
road Club met on February 18th 
in coach No. 1239,at the Southern 
Pacific depot in San Francisco. 
Many topics of special interest 
to club members were discussed, 
among them a club seal, and a 
series of excursions this summer. 
After the regular meeting Mr. 
Walt Sievers showed the rough 
drafts of his book on the North- 
western Pacific. Though far from 
being finished the material in- 
dicates that when finshed the 
book wll be most complete his- 
tory of a short line ever com- 





piled. 
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